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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭ s Message 
 

 

I am happy to note that this year's 

Newsletter has come out in time for which 

Prof Jagan Karade and his team deserves 

appreciation. With the exception of 

organisation of the AISC last year most of 

the work of the Society has been running 

smoothly. It could only be possible through 

the cooperation of all office bearers and 

member of the Managing Committee. 

However, still the pandemic has not 

disappeared and challenges have not 

diminished. We are trying our best to 

continue the tradition and the example set  

by our predecessors. Unfortunately, our 

sociology fraternity has suffered great 

losses largely due to pandemic. Within six 

months of the present year, we lost  more 

than thirty life members both to pandemic 

and old age. It is important that we keep 

them alive through their memories of their 

contribution in teaching, research and to 

the Indian Sociological Society.  

The decision to organise the AISC 

this year has been taken, but it is going to 

be an online affair and it is expected that 

more members will participate in  various 

capacities, though the pleasure of meeting 

each other on such an occasion would be 

missed.  

 I remain indebted to all my 

colleagues, who have been very 

cooperative during these times, which 

ensures a great future for the ISS. 

 I am grateful to Ms. Boinu Vaiphe, 

office secretary and other support staff for 

their tireless efforts to run the office 

smoothly. 

 

 

Paramjit Singh Judge 

President,  

Indian Sociological Society 
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From EditorΩs Desk 

 
 

Esteemed Colleagues,  

Greetings to all ,  

It gives me immense pleasure in  bringing 

to you 2nd issue of the ISS e-Newsletter. 

We have missed  last yearôs AISC due to 

an unexpected pandemic COVID 19. In 

this situation, we had a bigger loss of life 

in the society including the  loss of our 

former President Prof. Partha Nath 

Mukherji, former secretary Prof. Mohini 

Anjum, active MC Member Prof. 

Manvendra Pratap Singh and other 

respected life members also. 

The  membership base of our Society is 

constantly expanding and I am pleased to 

inform you all that ISS now  has crossed 

5000 members. In addition, we have  also 

updated the membersô list unlike earlier 

practice of maintaining 10 to 12 

membership lists with lot of mistakes. Now 

ISS has consolidated and prepared only 

one comprehensive list of Life Members  

and uploaded in our website which makes 

possible to verify and confirm name and 

LMI number quickly for which I am very 

much grateful to many of our respected 

senior members for updating this list. 

Without their support this task would not 

have been made possible. They have  also  

helped ISS to complete the challenging 

task of  updating comprehensively the list  

of 11 Regional Associations affiliated to 

ISS and few other Regions are also  in  the 

process of formation.  

Email ids have been created for all RCs for 

better and continuous communication 

between RC Convener and the members of 

RCs. Meanwhile ISS purchased a Zoom 

license copy for one year for the benefit  of  

Conveners to use this App for  RCôs 

meeting and also to organize any type of 

online event. We are sure this will work 

out better for the academic growth of the 

ISS.   

Our MC met twice during the period 

between January and June 2021 and 

discussed many issues and nominated  a 
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committee to explore reasons for  slow 

false in our website and update the 

information. I place on record my 

appreciation to Prof. Ajailiu Niumai, Prof. 

Arvinder Ansari and Prof. Shweta Prasad 

taking painful efforts for updating  our 

website.  

As per the decision of MC the 46th AISC is 

to be organised through virtual mode by 

the Department of Sociology, University of 

Mumbai from 08th to 10th December, 2021 

for which the preparatory  works are going 

on in full swing. This being the first 

experience, we look forward to meeting 

you all through online. Therefore, I request 

all members of the ISS and Research 

Committees to join through the link to be 

provided and actively participate in the 

Conference and in all proceedings of RCs.   

I thank the Iris Knowledge Foundation, 

Mumbai for providing all the web linked 

servers and place on record the support 

given by Dr. Padma Prakash, and Mr. 

Abhijeet.  

I convey my gratitude to our President, 

Prof. Paramjit Singh Judge for leading us  

excellently with experience and matured 

leadership qualities, and Treasurer Prof. 

Satish Sharma for managing everything 

related to financial matters of the Society 

and all the Members of Managing 

Committee (MC) for supporting us in  all  

our endeavours and helping us to carry out 

our decisive initiatives  undertaken during  

this year. My  sincere thanks to the Editors 

of Sociological Bulletin, Samajshastra 

Sameeksha, e-explorations, e-journal and 

all the Members of Editorial and Advisory 

Boards of all our journals for their 

constructive support. 

         Above all, I express my sincere 

thanks to our ISS office staff Ms. Boinu for 

managing efficiently all official 

transactions.  

        Finally, I thank all our dear Life 

Members for the constructive support and 

cooperation extended for the efficient 

functioning of our  Society. I thank one 

and all. 

                      

 

Jagan Karade  

Secretary and Editor, e-Newsletter 

India n Sociological Society 
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Desk of Co-Editor, 

 

Greetings to Esteemed Members of ISS ! 

Friends we are living in unusual times, the 

world has come to a standstill since the 

breakdown of the COVID-19 pandemic in  

early 2020. We all have been affected by it  

in one way or another, but life moves on 

and our responsibility as Sociologists in 

such a time of crisis is much more. We 

need to understand the gravity of the crisis 

and minimize its impact on our social life, 

The social crisis it has created, whether in  

the form of job loss, psychological 

problems, domestic violence, the issue of 

migrant laborers, requires urgent attention 

of academia, research and policy 

intervention. 

Existing inequalities are exacerbated by the 

crisis, and new vulnerable groups are 

created. For instance, we as teachers and 

researchers, have seen how the COVID-19 

pandemic has created digital divide and 

disproportionately affected those who do 

not have easy access to the digital world. 

Society-nature-technology nexus must be 

reexamined for human civilizationôs future. 

Human attitudes and behaviors towards the 

environment and a technologically shaped 

world must change over time. 

As a result, sociologists must now engage 

in theoretical and empirical research on the 

social impact of Covid-19-related issues. 

Sociologists can shed light on various 

social processes and social behavior. 

During industrialization, sociological 

research and imagination provided 

insights; I believe we are again standing on 

the same threshold where we must engage 

with the New normal. All RCs are urged to 

encourage their members to engage with 

the new normal and its challenges and 

strengthen the discourse of new sociology. 

With best Wishes. 

 

Arvinder Ansari  

Co-editor, e-Newsletter, ISS. &  

Member, Managing Committee, ISS. 
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A TRIBUTE FROM ISS 

 

Prof. Partha Nath Mukherji  
(1940-2021) 

 
With a deep sense of grief, the Indian 

Sociological Society (ISS) informs the sad 

news of the demise of Prof. Partha Nath 

Mukherji around 11 pm on 12th February, 

2020 at his residence in Delhi. 

As a mark of respect to the departed soul, the 

ISS presents the following as it's gratitude to 

the eminent service rendered  by him to Indian 

Sociology and his contribution to the 

profession. 

Prof. Partha Nath Mukherji was born in Gaya 

(3rd September, 1940) and began his career as 

a research scholar at the Gandhian Institute of 

Studies, Varanasi (1962-63). He taught at 

Patna University (1963-1970); served for a 

brief period as a  Research Scientist at the 

Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata (1967-68); 

then moved over to the Centre for Advanced 

Studies, Department of Sociology, Delhi 

School of Economics, Delhi University (1970-

72). He joined the Centre for the Study of 

Social Systems, Jawaharlal Nehru University 

in the year  and the first batch of students at 

the Masterôs level was given admission. On 

being invited by the Indian Statistical Institute, 

Kolkata, he joined as Professor in1980 and 

subsequently moved over to its Planning Unit 

at New Delhi in December 1983. In 1996 he 

became the Director/Vice Chancellor of the 

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.  

Later The Council for Social Development, 

New Delhi, offered him the position of 

Director, which he joined in November 1999. 

In 2001 he accepted the Senior Fellowship of 

the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library and 

continued till September 2003 until he was 

invited to accept the S. K. Dey Chair instituted 

by the Ford Foundation at the Institute of 

Social Sciences, New Delhi. Finally, after six 

years (September 2009), he decided to work 

on his own. Recently, in September 2011, the 

Institute honoured him with the status of 

Professor Emeritus (Honorary), as a mark of 

appreciation of his valuable services to the 

Institute, which he gladly accepted.  

Books authored/edited by him include From 

Left Extremism to Electoral Politics (1983), 



 ISS e-Newsletter Vol. 9, No. 3, Jan-Jun - 2021 

7 | P a g e 

 

Indian Sociology: Reflections and 

Introspections with T. K. Oommen (1986), 

Peopleôs Rights: Social Movements and the 

State in the Third World with Manoranjan 

Mohanty (1998), Sociology in South Asia: 

Heritage and Challenges with Jacob Aikara, 

Chandan Sengupta (1998), Methodology in 

Social Research (2000) and Indigeneity and 

Universality in Social Science: A South Asian 

Response with Chandan Sengupta (2004) 

His areas of research interest include: social 

movements (including Gandhian and Maoist 

movements and peasant movements); gender 

concern; democratic decentralization; research 

methodology; sociology of rural labour, 

international migration. He was the Prime 

Ministerôs nominee to the Advisory Board, 

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, 

New Delhi, (1999-2002); served as Member, 

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 

Technology Awards Selection Committee 

(2000- 2002). 

His service as Secretary (1988-89) and 

President (2004-05) in our ISS was distinctive 

in every respect to make it a professional and 

world-renowned organization of Indian 

Sociologists. 

Prof. Partha Nath Mukherji was awarded the 

Lifetime Achievement Award of the Indian 

Sociological Society in 2013. He will be long 

remembered for his seminal role in 

reinventing, reorienting and modernizing 

Indian Sociology as a popular subject of study 

and profession. 

As a person, Prof. Partha Nath Mukherji was 

simple, humble, amiable, humane and 

disciplined in nature. His death is the 

culmination of an era in Indian Sociology and 

ISS has lost a first-generation pioneering 

sociologist which has created a vacuum. 

Indian sociologists will remain indebted to the 

epoch-making contributions of Prof. Partha 

Nath Mukherji. 

Accordingly, Indian Sociological Society 

salutes the great sociologist Prof. Partha Nath 

Mukherji, who will remain with us always in 

our thoughts and deeds. 

 

********

 
 
 
 
 
 
 




