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About us:
With the use of internet permeating every domain of the contemporary world, the emergence of
electronic journals (e-journals), transcending the initial academic circumspection about it, is now
widely recognized as a natural and positive outcome. That each leading print journal in the world
today has its electronic or online version is a clear testimony to the edge the latter offers.
Indian Sociological Society (ISS) recognized this emerging trend and need by launching its ejournal in 2012 not as the e-version of the official journal of the ISS, Sociological Bulletin (SB),
but as an autonomous entity. The e-journal did not continue for long. The present journal is its
new version.It seeks to accommodate the publication potential of the Indian sociological
community which is expanding fast with the growing footprint of the discipline in the higher
educational institutions of India.
ISS e-journal titled, E-xplorationsis a double blind peer reviewed online journal. It is open
access and is therefore, available to all. It is published twice a year: (March and September).
Copyright is retained by Indian Sociological Society, New Delhi as well as the author on
submission. All rights reserved. Except for citations in scholarly works, no part of the journal
may be reproduced in any form without permission.
Vision:
Sociology as a discipline, like other social sciences, is passing through a transition. The
developments in the contemporary world have opened up new areas of enquiry expanding the
traditional frontiers of the discipline. Many sociologists are engaged in these new and emerging
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areas of study which is often informed by a multidisciplinary approach. Sociologists in India are
also in increasing numbers engaged in such research (in areas which includes environment,
minority rights, gender studies, sexuality studies, etc. to name a few). However, they have an
additional challenge posed by the need to integrate the enormous regional, social and cultural
multiplicities of India into the Indian sociological canvas. These diversities, especially those of
the socially marginal and geographically peripheral societies, have remained somewhat out of
the radar of Indian sociology. However, emerging discourses on caste, tribe, ethnicity, religion,
region, nation and nation building in contemporary India have created new consciousness and
imperatives to integrate the marginal regions and societies into the broad canvas of Indian
sociology. The journal is sensitive to such discourses and it aims to encourage scholarly
publications focused on such identities and regions. While the major focus of the journal is
societies, histories and cultures of India, it also welcomes publications of comparative studies
with other countries as well as on societies and cultures of South Asia.

Categories of contributions:
The journal encourages data based (both primary and secondary) quality research publications
using sociological concepts and theories. It is open to both quantitative and qualitative works.
Besides regular research papers, the journal include sections such as interviews, commentaries
and debates and discussions. While the journal encourages research publication of young
scholars,

it

also

welcomes

contributions

of

senior

scholars.The

journal

carriesinterviews/dialogues with eminent sociologists and social scientists who share their own
experiences of teaching and research. The idea is to make the journal a platform for overall
professional development of the practitioners – research scholars, teachers and researchers – of
sociology, especially those without adequate access to the resources required for the purpose.
The journal follows a rigorous peer review policy for all research and review articles submitted
to the journal. Other contributions (commentaries, debates and interviews) will also undergo
editorial vetting.

2

Submissions to the journal must have sociological value and interest for social scientists across
India and beyond, both from the point of pure, scholarly research as well as from applied
dimensions. The journal welcomes submissions in the following categories:


Articles(6000-8000 words)
We invite contributions in the form of feature articles from sociologists. The article can
be both empirical and theoretical and deal with issues that will be of interest to
sociologists practicing in a variety of locales- universities, research institutes, NGOS, etc.
*All articles must be accompanied by an abstract of a maximum of 150 wordswith six to
eight keywords.



Conversations(3000-3500words)
We publish interviews/conversations with eminent sociologists/social scientists focusing
on their contributions to scholarship and teaching. The contributors have to submit the
audio/video recording of the interviews along with the transcriptions.



Research in progress(3500-4000 words)
Under this section,we publish research work, field-notes and ethnographic accounts
which are in progress. Themes are open-ended and therefore,we welcome all kinds of
research in progress.



Reflexive essays(2500-3000 words)
Under this category, we publish autobiographical and biographical notes of sociologists,
experiments on teaching and pedagogy, etc.



Commentaries(2000-2500 words)
Contributions in the form of commentaries on any topic of relevance to national as well
as international community of sociologistsare published under this section.



Discussion Forum (1200– 2000 words)
This section publishesresponses to the publications in the journal as well as other relevant
issues of sociological interest.



Letters to the editor(maximum 200 words)
The journal provides space to its readers to express their opinions in the form of brief
comments and insights as letters to the editor.
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General Guidelines:
Contributions should be sent only by email which will be immediately acknowledged. Every
effort is taken to complete early processing of the entries we receive. Writers are requested to
provide full details for correspondence: postal address, phone numbers and email address.
Contributors are requested to send their entries only in their final version.
Submission and Review Procedure:
 Authors are requested to go through the ‘Categories of Contributions’ before submission.
 Contributions should be submitted as email attachments processed on MS Word for
Windows.
 Graphs and charts need to be prepared in MS Office (Word/Excel) and not in jpeg or
other formats.
 All research articles to the journal undergo initial editorial screening and anonymous
refereeing by two independent referees. Other contributions are also subject to editorial
vetting.
Copyright:
Contributors will retain copyright intheir entries. The ISS will retain the copyright in the
editorial arrangement of the journal. In the event of acceptance, contributors should print,
sign, and return the Contributors’ Contract to: editor.ejournal.iss@gmail.com
Address for Correspondence:
Prof. Chandan Kumar Sharma,
Head,Department of Sociology,Tezpur University
Napaam,Tezpur,Assam
Pin code: 784028.

N.B: Entries cannot be published without a signed Contributor’s Contract.
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Guidelines on writing style for authors:
Authors are requested to follow the guidelines inscribed in the Sociological Bulletin,the print
journal of Indian Sociological Society paying particular attention to its citation style, in text
referencing and the limited use of footnotes.
I. Avoid Footnotes, Use Endnotes:
The journal would follow the endnote pattern.Serialize all explanatory notes in the sequence in
which they are referred to in the text (using numbered superscripts) and place them at the end of
the text under NOTES, but before References. Endnotes must not be used for bibliographic
purposes.
II. In-text citations
1. Author-date-Within the text, adopt author-date method of citation minus the comma,for
example,(Baruah 2016).If more than one work of an author is cited, separate the years of
publication with a comma,(Baruah 2016,2016).When more than one author is cited the entries
should be chronological with works of different authors separated by a semi colon(Omvedt
1990;Hasan 1994;Mayaram 1997).For co-authored works, cite both names(Jayal and Pai
2001);for works authored by three or more authors, use ‘et al’ after the first name (Patel et
al.2002).If a citation is repeated within a paragraph without intervening citations use ibid instead
of repeating the author’s name again and provide the relevant page number(s)(ibid:46).If
gazetteers, reports and works of governmental organizations and other institutions are cited,
mention the name of the organization/institution sponsoring the publication in the citation, fully
spelt out at its first occurrence(Government of India 2003) and use its abbreviation/acronym in
subsequent citations(GOI 2003)
2. Page numbers-Separate the page numbers of citations by a colon (Uberoi 2002:264) and
hyphenate the inclusive numbers (Uberoi 2002:264-65).
3. References:
Under References,give separately the bibliographic details of all works cited in the article
submitted,in the following sequence:
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a.Article:the name(s) of the author(s); the year of publication; title of the article (within single
inverted commas); the name of the journal(italicized) and the volume number, the issue number
and the beginning and ending page numbers.
b. Chapter in an edited work or compilation: the name of the author, the name of the
editor/compiler; title of the book (italicized) the beginning and ending page numbers of the
chapter; place of publication and the name of the publisher.
c.Book: the name of the author; the year of publication; title of the book(italicized);place of
publication; and the name of the publisher.
The listing in References must follow the alphabetical order of the last name of the first author.
See any illustration in the Sociological Bulletin.
4. Tables, charts, maps, figuresetc are to be placed separately at the end of the
article,numbering them serially,with appropriate titles and captions.Refer to them in the text by
their number-Table5, Figure2, Map 1, etc. and not by their location-example:the above table or
map etc.
5.Cite sentences or words taken from other works with single quotation marks;use double
quotation marks only within quotations. Separate quotations exceeding fifty words from the text
and indent them on the left. Unless the entire sentence is part of the quotation, the punctuation
must remain outside the quotation marks.
6.Use British rather than American spellings(labour not labor).Also, use ‘s’rather than ‘z’ in
‘ise’, ‘ising’, ‘isation’.Authors have latitude as regards italicisation but it needs to be consistent
in the article.
7.Write numerals between one and ninety-nine in wordsand 100 and above in
figures.However,the

following

are to

be

in

figures

only:distance:3km;age:32

years

old;percentage:64 percent;and years:1990s.
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